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This BSFA mailing iz being distributed at Seacon 30 those members not
attending will get theirs shortiy afterwards. Thus, by the time you read
this the first Worldcon im Britain for 14 vears will either be in full
swing or just over. Many will bresathe & sigh of relief when the vholie
thing is tirnisbed, none more though than the editors of Matrix. As
regular readers will konow, Zve and 1 are heavily involved with Seacon

and as the event draws nesrer the work is getting more frantic., Just
lock ai the pews section of M24 and you will see that Seacon has moved

to Glasgow - just shows how confused we're gettinz! This issus of
Matrix wiil, therefore, uanfortunately be even more hastily put together

S e e = e e

(who said thrown?} than previous ones, so please forgive us if it's not
up £o cur usual high(?} standard,

One thing Seacon is doing is attracting fans tc Britain from a2ll over
the world and, tn particular, the USA, So with a large proportion of
attendees being American fans, we thought it useful to include an item
by Reb Jackson on fandom acrosgs the Atlantic, To compliment this Alan
Dorey has produced a gride to fanzines produced in the States, which

if you get the chance to read it in time, might help you to select
fanzines from the many (there'd better be) on sale in Sezcon's fanroomn,
Otherwise it should be useful for those willing to write to America,

With this issue we are trying out a new idea of providing an indiex to
the complete mailing; it's on the back page of Matrix and includes the
major items in each publication. As I write this the index has not
been prepared, so I've no idea what it will be like in its Finished
form « de let us keow whether or not you think it is a useful idea, or
now you think it could be improved.

™

falking about letting me know, I've been toving with the idea of Tunning

a8 questionnajre in Matrix, At first I thought this could be to discover
ust what you would like to see in Matrix but, inspired by some of ths
iettere we've received, perhaps it could be expanded to cover the whole
of the BSFA's activities. This, of course, will have to he discussed

£ it's something for the future. COne preblem with

< L

]
in more detail so thsq
guestionnaires, however, is the notoriousiy small respouse they elicit
and it cccurred to me that we should provide some enticement {(bribes!).
This will probably he in the form of a prize draw, but I'll be able to
say more about it io the next mailing.

=3

M26 should include all the regulars missing from this issue (Seacon
appears to be getting to others as wall) plus, of course, a Seacon report
(or two), if pessible, I'll also Ery Lo cover fap activities in nther
parts ot the globe to follow on frow this "Spotlight on the States" issue,

I hope those who are attending the Worldcon will enjoy it and will come
and say hello to Eve and I, we’ll be the harrassed ones in the Fan Room.

John Harvey
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%Rob Jackson has an impressive list cof fannish achievements to his credit,
iperhaps the best known being his fanzine Maya (a Hugo nominee this year).
*With a vast collection of USA fanzines and a trip to the 1977 Worldcon

*behind him, Rob is well qualified to enlighten us about..eioeeerorcensnos’
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IS ACROSS TF

John Harvey asked me to tell Matrix readers about American fandom,
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"wWhat's it like?" he said.
"There's a lot of it about," I replied withcut thinking.
"Yes, but what else caa vou say?"

"Tt's big., Really big. This huge, Bigger than Brian Burgess's tummy
even. So big I don't know where to start,”

Actuvally that's where I will start, If you take a yearly total of the
number who attend a convention or read something they think is a fanzine
(not just a copy of Locus or Algol they picked up from a bookshop without
realising it's a fanzine) it must reach 10,000 now. There were around
4,500 people at Iguanacon, and many active fans didn't attend it. There
are many fans active in fanzines or local clubs or local conventions who
don't go tc the Worldcon unless it's in their area, sc 1 think it's ent-
irely reasonable to guess at a 10,000 total.

Although naturally many if oot most of these fans aren't particularly
active, what do they all in fact do?

When fandom first began in the nineteen-thirties as an outgrowth from

the letter columus of the old SF pulp magazines, fan magazines (a name

shortened to fanzines or fmz) sent by post between the widely scattered
letter-writers were the main form of activity. %Then, as fans increased

in number, meetings -~ either local c¢lubs and discussion groups, or con-

ventions - became increasingly important and fanziunes relatively less

so. The first SF convention in Britain was in Leeds in 1937; in the

States, things had started small, but by 1939 they felt important enough &
to put on the first World SF Convention in New York, which 200 people |
attended, &

Convention atteandances have since grown far faster than fanzine activity -
only aroynd 500 Americans, I would guess, play much creative psrt in
fanzine procduction- the other 957 are mainly meeting-fans of one kind or
another. To someone who believes in the communicative power of the writ-
ten word this is regrettable, but it is a continuing trend and can't be
ignored ~ and like most things American, it's goune further then it has

in Britain.

Over 50 conventions a year are listed in Locus, and there are also lots of
small one~day (or longer) ccns and meetings (whether serious or purely
social) that don't even get listed. The biggest so far ~ the '74 and
'78 Worldcons -~ have topped 4,000 attendees, and quite a few regional
cons regularly draw over 2,000,

——
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With all this profusion of activity, there is obviously scope for a
bewildering variety of attitudes and special interests, and there's no
way I can tell you about all of it in three pages. What I can do 1is
mention briefly some ways 'in which US fandom differs from Britain's,
then list a few parts of the country with interesting faunnish activity.
(1f any Americans who get to read this are miffed because I didn't
mention their area: I'm sorry, I elther didn't know about you or didn't
have room in the article!)

Because of the huge numbers and rapid turnover of fans in the States,
with many regarding SF fan activity as an occasional hobby, not many
develop an intense enough interest in fandom itself or sustain it for
long enough to become fannish, (By “fannish" I mean "aware of and in-
terested in S¥ fandom as a eocial group with noteworthy traditicns.")
Fannish fandom is thus a much smzller minority than ip Britain (it's a
minority here too, but a larger one). Knowledge of fan traditions is
patchy in the Statesg; there are large areas, in the South for example,
where fans tend to keep in their own groups and have slightly less con-
tact with the rest of the country, sc davelop their own traditions par-
tly outside the mainstream of SF fan customs, and traditional faonish
fanzine fandom is relatively uncommon,

Bacause fandem is so large and ST collection is sa common in the Staces,
small specialist presses, small prozines, semiprozines and large-
circulation fanzines thrive, Specialist publishers of collectors'
editions include Gregg Press, Advent, Donald M Grant, Tim Underwood,

and wany others. Galileo started off as & small proxine but is now in
the big league; other small prozinres like Whispers, Unearth etc are
really only different in degree from magazines like Algcl & Locus. These
both started off as ordinary fanzines, purely amateur, and became increa-
eingly professional both in expertise and attirude, turning intc a pro-
fessional magazine of SF discussion with heavy advertising and an ST
trade journal respectively. The size of this market for SF¥ criticism
blurs the boundary between amateur and professional, because it's pos-
sible for someone like Dick Geis to make his livineg publishing his fan-
zine yet keep its contente those of a true fanziane, without advertising;
he is thus eligible for the Hugo and has the best of all possible worlds,
SF Review is a true professicnal fanzine, even though it's sold on book-

stores to non-fans in the same way as Locus, Alpol and other semiprozines,

Ihere are other large sercoa zines trying to fill the gap between these
and more typical fanzines~ zines such 2s Thrust, Empire and Knights are
worth a look., These, like similar zines over here (the most recent
exanpies of which have been Speculation, Cypher, Zimri and my own Maya)
tend to suffer from the Bigger and Better Syndrome. Fanzines tend to be
one-person organisations- as a fanzine's circulation grows two things may
happen to the editor, either separately or both at once. QOne is that the
amount Of work needad to sustain the mailing liszt - apnd the amount of
money needed to subsidise the free parts of the mailing list - grow to
the extent that it's only possible to publish increasingly infrequentlv:
and the other is that an increasing feeling develops that one is at the
peak cf one's capacity as an editor and can't go any further. Both these
things tend to ebb away at the enthusiasm - driving ambition, even - that
is necessary to keep a big fanzine goiug: and there are only two ways
past this difficulty if an editor wants his fanzine to be a full-time job.
One is a monomaniacal iatensity of ambition such as displayed by Dick
(eis and Andy Porter; the other to have more thaan one person work on the
fanzine, as Charles and Dena Brown did when Locus was developing, or as
big and successful clubzines like Janus and the Rune of Fred Haskell's

era - as well, of course, as Vector and Matrix -~ show. Because of the




size of American fandcom, this Bigger and Better Barvier is encountered
more often there.

For more information on American and Canadian fanzines see Alan Dorey's
article,

There are, of course, plenty of specialist fandoms and subfandoms in Ethe
States, Star Trek fandom is rather better integrated with SF Fandom
there: there isn't the same defensive wariness between the groups &s io
Britrain. (There is some, but not a3 much.) A largely American phepomunon
is the existence of Einéle-author fapdomns, or fandoms devoted to siagle
worids - Middle-Farth, of coursza; also Amber, Darkover, Cthulhu, Edgar
Rice Burroughs, Sime, Pern -~ you name it, there is probably a fanzine
devotad spacifically to it. I've noticed surprisingly little overlap
hetveen oW and comics fans there; written and televised SF tend e go
togsrhor more. Though SLar Trek fzndom isn't totally integreted, its
member e are still much more likely %o graduate to general ST fandom than
British Star Trek fans, Other puripheral oxrganisations such as the
Society for Creative Amachronism, whose members recreate &5 accurately
as they can the society of fecdal times, are alsc widespreac,
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Ta American Society as a whole, some as yet incompletely identified
nalaise has caused a much more aggressive and at Cimes separatist femin-
ist movement to arise than in Britain; this 1is reflected very accuralely
by the countyy's fandom, and some of the States's finest writers and
fanzines (e.g. Jenus) are closely associated with the teminist mavement,
There is & higher proportion of women faus in the States; though

aritish fandom is catching up rapidly, British wowen fans simply don't
seem o feel the same need to be aggressive in defence of their rigats,

There is a sister organisatica to the BSFA in the States, the National
Fantasy Fan Federation, which does 4 similar job and has been doing so
virtwvally since the war; it's much smaller than the BSFA even in dbsolute
iterms, though, so it's rather numericallv insignificant amongst the vast
nunbers in American fandom. Tt was more necessary in the eariicr days,
when SF and fantasy fandom weren't mushrooning 1in the same way as now,

Kacause American fandom i1s so big, pecple treat generalw-circuiation
fanzines more purely as public forums, and tend not to indulge tn per-
aonal gossip as much as British fanms, especially British fannish fans,
do in their zines. This is cne reason why U5 £

bland to these brought up oun the headier diest of British fannish
1. £

fans make extensive use of APA's - amateur press associations, which are
groups of up rto say 80 people whose fanzines are distributed to each
other by a central mailing oxgeniser, and in which penple comment extein-
sively in their own fanzines on topics raised in the previous mailing.
Because of their limited distribution outside the AFPA, these fanzines
can contain more persoual discussion, and because of the continuing
nature of the APA & real postal conversation can go on, This hasa't
been peeded in British fannish fandom recently, partly becezuse British
fanaish farzine fandom (that ceotred on the Rats, Gannets etc) has
hecome a sort of informal APA, in that everybody sends each other theirc
fanzine, kpows each other and comments on each other's fanzine and takes
relatively little notice of outsicers,

- t R 1 () dh . 7 T " g 3
I've just time and space to mention a few specific area fandoms of interest,
Let's move from east to west: go and get your atlases,

The North-East SF Association, NESFA, is based in Boston. They are &
long-established and very well-organised group: they put on carefully
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run conventions, and are unlikely to make too many mistakes with

Noreascon II, next year's Worldcon. They are not very active in
fanzines,

New York is a hive of multifaceted activity. Its most fannish group,
the Fanoclasts, p.radoxically has Andy Porter, editor of Algol, as a

leading light. (Actually it's not thuat paradozical — an awareness of
things fannish doesn't preclude continuing interest in SF and in pub-

lishing an SF comment magazine, )

Washington DC has various sercon groups near and round it - there is
even another BSFA, this one in Baltimore - but Fabulous Falls Church
Fandom, with Terry Hughes, this year's TAFF winner, Ted White, former
editor of Amazing, Dan Steffan and others, has been most influential
in fannish circles in the 70's.,

There are many varied groups invthe Midwest; they tend to be more rad-

ical and intellectual than the rather conservative and technologically-
minded South, there are a lot of fannish groups in the Midwest, and one
particularly influential feminist group in Hadison.,

benver, Colorado has an active group whose best-known member is Don C
Thompson, leader of the Lenver bid for the '81 Worldcon, whose hon-
€51ty 1in personal fanzine writings earned him much respect in an area
not too used to reading psrceptive self-analysis in fanzines.

Los Angeles houses one of the longest-running -~ over 30 years - and
richest SF societies in the world, LASFS., They have actually bought
their own large clubhouse, outgrown

1% and moved to another., They have

meetings of diffecrent sorts every 5 -

night of the week, and so many
members that club politicking is ’K'JEN AMERICAN
FANS WERE

rife, They feature the most
frequent APA — APA-L. which is DIFFERENT RYT
: YOWRE RDIcULoUS

distributed weckly. &un .
Francisco's most widely known fan
is Charlie Brown, editor of Locus:
and Portland, further up the coast,
is the eyrie of the reclusive -but
influential Dick Geis, editor of

SF Review, Seattle has two groups;
one contains thoughtful peripatetic
fannish fans such as Jerry Kaufman
and John Berry, who are now as a
group running the Pacific Northwest
Review of Books, a general liter-—
ary magazinej and the NWSFS, a more
conventional SF group who started
the Seattle in '81 bid. A coali-
tion between the two for the bid
seems a little wobbly,

37 ve pivon you lots of facts and

info abous Amarioan fan groups and

institutions, but I haven't really talked much 2bout what they're like
as people, iell, I can't. It would either be wild generalisation,

or descend to a pcrsonal level.... Oh all right, just a little wild
generalisation. They are Just like the r¢st of their countrymeni
really. They live up, I find, to the American's reputation of béing




more instiantly friendly and talkative, in general, than British fans;
they are perhaps more generous but conversely less careful with
money (though maybe that'll change with the dollar's current weak—
ness}). They are more used to travelling long distances; but thatds
likely to change too with economioc circumstances,

American fans are fat and thin, loud and shy, short and tall, randy
and prudish, sober and silly, brainy and slow in the uptake, serious-
minded and only here for the beer; they're all different, and all
about as normal as British fans. All the really interesting things
about Americans are about individual people. If you're recading this
at Seacon, the thing to do is to put this fanzine down - you can read
fanzines any time - and find out for yourselfl}

Egb gacksgg

News

IT'S ALRIGHT MA, IT'S ONLY SCIENCE FICTION
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Edna O'Brien declared that tAugust is a Wicked Nonth' but wieked or
not, it's going to be an interesting and testing tlme for SEF and
especially the BSFA. Nobody needs reminding of the World Convention
in Brighton, and but for the publishing schedules imposed upon us,
all BSFA members would know the full details concerning this major
event almost immediately after it has happened. However, but for
those amongs our membership who are attending, the rest W1ll have to
be satisfied with material written a forinight or so before and thus
of necessity speculative. Scacon provides us with the opportunity
to show how forceful the BSFA can be, and in conjunction with the
con, several new projects have been set up. Wita such a concentrated
market of SF enthusiasts in onec place at one time, this is a chance
we cannot allow to slip by. Besides, just think of all the new mem-
bers we can 'persuade! to Jjoin the ever growing band,

However, recruiting new members itself is just not good enough. In
the past I have always emphasised the need for the BSFA to be a dy-
namic, forward looking outfit, and boosting the membership is only
a start. A larger membership provides us with a wider marxet and
greater resources and once that has been aciieved; great improve-—
ments and innovations can be made. A% present, we have about 650
fully paid up membersj by the end of this year, I hope that %his
will have increased to 1000, I'm not pretending it's going to be
easy, but with Seacon and 3000+ attendees, we stand a very good
chance of achieving this not untenable position.

Now comes the bad news. In order to maintain this growth and
improvement of services, we have rcluctantly decided to increase
the membership rates. I could ramble on for pages about all the
various reasons for doing this, but that would merely prove to be
an extended exercise in flannel, The facts are that VAT has been
increased to 15%, which means we are having to pay more for dupl-
icating paper, stencils and printing. In addition, postal rates



are due to go up at any time, and most importantly, despite double
figure inflation for most of the previous 2 years, we have success-
fully managed to hold the membership rate down to only £5. The new
rate, coming into force as and frou the uext mailing, wWill b 6.
However, all those who renew their memberships before September 30th
will be able to do so at the old rate.,.. so send those renewal forms
off to Keith Freeman as soon as possible, However, you can be
assured that the service provided will be made more efficient and
tailored to actual demands,

Returning with this mailing is Paperback Parlour, now under the
editorship of Joseph Nicholas. You will notice that it 1is now more
than just a brief review guide, and Joe hopes to be including other
useful information in succeeding issues., But the most important
feature of this mailing, the Special Seacon issue of Vector apart,

is the introduction of FOCUS. This major new project, scheduled at
present for two issues g year, signifies only the start of a whole
host of new ideas that the membership can look forward to in the
coming months., Focus is having an initial print run of 1500 copies,
and with the expert hands of Rob Holdstock and Chris Evans gulding
its course, we anticipate that Focus will become much more than just
another BSFA publication. Of course its prime objective will be to
cater for the BSFA membership, and members will automatically receive
it as part of their mailing, but it will also be made available 1o
non-members through various outlets for 75p. So already you're getiing
nearly one third of your new membership fee back.

Seacon, we trust, will allow a far better chance for several BOSFA
projects to get off the ground since as I have explained, there 1is

a captive market., What is going to be the first of a series of spec-
ialist publications makes its inaugural appearance at the con. This
is a special Typeset anthology of Jim Barker and Chris Evans' much
praised Half-Life strips. Not only will the whole series of strips
be reproduced in a photo-litho booklet, but there 1s also an SEyre=——
giation by Chris Priest (responsible for "The Space Machine," "A Dream
of Wessex" and "The Inverted World" amongst others), This publica-
tion is bound to be in great demand, but B3FA members will be offered
the chance to purchase it at a discount, and for all those who
haven't zot a complete set of the strips, it is more than just valu-
able — it'1ll be a collector'!s item. Conies will be on sale at

Seacon or alternatively write to me at 20, Hermitage “oods Crescent,
St John's, Woking, Surrey GU21 1lUE enclosing a large stamped sae
together with a cheque or postal order for 80p made out to "The
British Science Fiction Association Ltd."

Attention was drawn in the last issue of Hatrix that this 1is the
21st anniversary of the BSIFA, and that some form of celecbration
ought to be organised. Apart from the target oif reaching 1000 mem-
bers, thought has been given to a celebration dinner sometime during
December, to which we can invite guesi speakers, The dinner will
probably be held in a London venue, since this will more than likely
be most convenicnt to the majority of the membership. Tickets will
be made available to the members Tor a modest fee, and if there
ave any problems with overnight accommodation, we siall endeavour to
sort tnose out. However, this is just a reminder at present to keep
diary space empty and full details, including date, venue, cost,
time and speakers will be announced in the next issue of Katrix. In
addition, we hope very much to produce a special commemorative book-
let showing the devcelopment of the B3FA since those early days back
in 1958. This is only a tentative suggestion at present, but if we




have sufficient funds to go =2head with tais project, it will be
well worth watci.ing out for.

Dave Langford, who joined the BSFA Council 2t Easter, has been
appointed Special Projects Officer and will in future be responsible
for, amongst other things, the production of a regular Press

Release, This will be distributed to book dealers, publishers,
authors and anybody else interested enough to receive one, and

should help to alleviate the current problem of poor communicative
relationships with those involved in the SF world. Not only will

1t publicise up-coming BSFA events and publications, along with our
advertising requirements, but it will also keep us regularly to the
attention of those who might need to make use of the BSFA. (There
was recently the Penguin SF catalogue that was mailed out to all
members), In conjunction with the new Press Releases and our aim

to increase the membership, some posters and handbills have been
produced and these will be available from me from 17th September,

The posters, A3 in size, are suitable for display in libraries,
information offices and other Public Display arcas, and anyone feel~
ing that they can make good use of them is urged to write to me with-
out delay. The nandbills, to the same design as the poster but only
A> 1n size, are suitable for scnding out with fanzines and other

bulk mailings or for passing round at Local ST group meetings. Again,
1f you €an find a use for them, please let me know. In addition,

the posters and handbills will be displayed in various SI' and specia-
1ist bookshops. Therc is also a small supply of metal BSFA bution
badges. Approximately one inch in diameter, these will be available
at Seacan for a small charge, and those we have left over will be
offered to other members and then sent out in their next maliling
should they decide to purchase them. Towards the e¢nd of the year,

we anticipate producing special BSHA Diaries, pens and other merchan~—
dise, but full details of these will again be included in the next
issue of Matrix,

Plans are alrcady well advanced for the creation of a special fund
to finance the purchase of a 1litho machine to improve the quality
of the BSFA's printing. wventually, this will mcan that all publi-
cations will be printed to a similar standard as Vector at no extra
cost. Indeed, once purchased, the litho machine should cnable us

to save money wihich can be ploughed back into various other schemes,
so 1t will be of great benefit. The fund, to be called "The BSFA
Litho Fund" is open to any donation thaot any members may care to
make. The sum we need for the purchase of such a machine is some
£700; some of this money will come from the profits made from sell-
ing the Half-Life anthology, whilst the rest will come from direct
donations, fund raising schemes and other indirect sources, No
money will be dircctly transferred from the BSFA's ordinairy subs-
criptions, since it is felt that these should be kept solely for
administirative and publication costs. However, we do appeal to every-—
one to think hard about contributing money to this scheme. A flyer
about this will be sent out with this mailing.

And finally, just & few brief details about publications coming up
that will be available at Seacon. These haven't been produced by
tite BSFA, but we hope to negotiate a special discount rate for the
benefit of members. Firstly, there is THE LASTLWRCON SPHBUCHES of

BOB UHAW. This has been illustraied by Jim Barker (some 30 illos),
is A5, litio and has 60 pages. The cost will be £1 (§2) direct from
Rob Jackson, or £1,10 ($2.20) by post from Rob at: 8 Lavender Road,
dest Bwell, Surrey KT19 9EB. For those who saw the Bob Shaw 'Best
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of the Bushel' collection a2t Yorcon, this should be & worthy and
useful purchase. Becondly, there is a Fan Anthology entitled

BY BRITISH: A PANTHOLOGY OF THE SBLVUNTIZS., Tails has been produced
by Ian Maule and Joseph Wicholas and runs to some 80 pages., It

will be produced in a limited, numvered edition of 250 copies and

all profits will pass to the Transatlantic Fan I'und (TAFF) and

the Get Up and Over Fan Fund (GUFF). The collection includes art-
icles by such luminary fans as Roy Kettle, Rob Hanscn, Dave Langford,
John Piggot, John Brosnan, Rob Holdstock, Chris Priest, Andrew
Stephenson, Graham Charnock and Kev Smith. With an introduction by
lan Maule and a short history of British fanzines of the T0s by
Joscph Nicholas, this should appeal to fan and non-fan alike. Copies
will be abailable from: Ian Maile, 5 Beaconsfield Road, New Kalden,
surrey. Bve & John Harvey are producing thiree special Scacon Fan Room
publications to commemoraote the Worldcon. Pirstly there is a comp-
lete edition of the legendary Enchantcd Duplicator (complete with
footnotes and illustrations by Carol Gregory); secondly they have
produced A FANARTIST SCRAPBOOK ~ a selcctiion of British fan artwork,
anéd finally, a fanthology produced by Kev Smith. Although therc
might at first sight appear to be some duplication between the latter
ana BY BRITISH, but in fact there 1s no overlap at all, they do
complement themselves. All three publications are litho, and all
profits will go towards financing Seacon Fan 3Room.

Right tuat!'s it. Kecp writing to let us know your thoughts on
events. This is, after all, the only way we can get to know what
you the members think of the service.

Alan Dorey

BCCKS
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Robert Heinlein's new novel is called The HNumber of the Beast, It
has been bought by Fawcett Books in the USA for half a million dol-
lars (an all-time record for an sf novel). Heinlein's usual pub-
lieker, Putnam, did not bid. British rights have been bought by
New knglish Library for circa £20,000., The book will probably
appear in Spring 1980,

Philip Jose Farmer nas an entirely new novel, Dark is the Sun,
coming from Del Rey Books (hardcover) in September. His fourth
Riverworld book, The Majic Labyrinth, due from Berkley/Putnam, has
been put back until carly 1900. Dark is the Sun is a quest-epic
set 15 billion years in the futurc.

Roger “Zelazny also:has a new novel appearing from Del Rey in hardcover
(October). It is czlled Roadmarks, and is a time-travel tale.

— = e me—— e

of a Subculture is due from (surprisc, surprise) Del Rey Books in
November {as a trade paperback).

Lester del Rey's The World of Scicunce Fiction, 1926-1976: the History

Clifford L Simak's new title, The Visitors, will be done in hardcover
by Del Rey in January 1930 (but it should appear as an Analog serial
before thot)., It is about a big black box which plonks itsclf down
in — would you believe? — Lone Pine, Minnesota.
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Closer to home, Gollancz's autumn list includes Fritz Leiber's 35hip
of Shadows (prixe-winning short stories and novellas; Auzust);
Theodore Sturzoen's Visions and Venturcrs (stories; September); Ian
Watson's Qod's World (October), described as being about angels,
inscct-like aliers and "a race living half-woy between reality and
tHenven'"; Robert Silverberg's The Second Trip (November); Terry
Carr's Best SF of the Year 8 (November); and Keith Robert's Ladies
from Hell (stories; November).,

Meanwhile, Jonathan Cape will be publishing Brian Aldiss's New
Arrivals, 0Old Encounters (stories; August); Emma Tennant's Wild

Nights TSeptcmber); Doris Lessing's Shikasta (October; described

as being the first of a sequence of novels set on anotaer planet!);

J G Ballard's The Unlimited Dream Company (Kovember) ; which is a
fantasy described as having "sprung from some vivid equatorial paint-
ing, vibrating with colour and lizht"; and Xurt Vonnegut's Jailbird
(November) - which is not sf, by the sounds of it, but a2 sort of post-
Watcrgate novel,

Buck in America, Frederick Pohl's Beyond the Blue Event Horizon (=2
sequel to Gateway) will be out from Del Rey in February 1980 (and
probably soon after from Gollancz here). Pamela Sargent has sold
umpteen novels to Pockct Books, the first of which, Watchstar, will
be out eurly in 1980, A newer writer, Barry Longyear has signed a
three—-book contract with Berkley; his novel City of Baraboo will
come first. A4 E Van Vogt has a new novel, Cosmic &ncounter, coming
from Loubleday. Berkley will be publishing loads of old Philip K
Dick material, including the first full edition of the Unteleporied

e

Man under its proper title of Lies, Tnc, They're also doin3 a new

D G Compton novel, Windows, and Ursula Le Guin's Orsinian novel,
Malafrecna.

Seacon has prompted Granada to produce a whole string of Brian Aldiss
reprints. Included in the list are The Dark Light Yecars, koment of
Lclipse and Hothouse. Out from Corgi is the third in Aldiss's non-
sf series entitled A Rude Awakecning., The previous two volumes, The
Hand Reared Boy and 4 Soldier Ercct, are also being re-issucd.

Also out in time for Seacon is an anthology edited by Robert
Holdstock and Christopher Pricst - Stars of Albion. This collection
features twelve stories from the best of Britisih SF.

For horror fans Penguin have a new edition out of the original
Jracula by Bram Stoker. From Futura is John Farris's follow-up to
The Fury - 411 Heads Turn %When the Hunt Goes 3Y .

Tokein fans will be interested to know that Picador have published
J E A Tyler's The New Tolkein Companion which has becen revised to
include the Silmarillion. -

EVENTS

——— e g &

The 2nd British Fantasy Film Conveéntion 15/16 September 1979 at
Bloomsbury Cenire Hotcl, Coram St, London W{l.

Cost — on the door £6.50. (both days) and £3.50 (one day). Supporting
membership £1.50., Details from - Pantasy Film Conventions, 52 Roydene
Road, Plumstesad, London S¥18 1WA, Last year's event included an
auction, talks by people inciuding Gerry anderson and Hilton Subotsky,
an exhibition room in wihich books and magazines were sold and of
course the ever—-popular bar. Almost forgot - plenty of films were
shown,
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The 'Melody Maker' reporia that John Keenan of the Lecds Fantasy
Club is organizing a large sf music festival called Futurama '79,
Over 25 New Wave groups are appcaring at the event which takes
place at the Queen's Hall, Leeds 8th to 13th September. Amongst
those booked to appecar are Hawklords and The Mekons. In addition
to the 'music' there will be sf films, sides..ows, displays and
stalls. Tickets cost £5 per day and booking: details should be
announced shortly.

Mediacon - a one day convention for all SF fans at the Richmond Com—
munity Centre, Richmond, Surrey. The date is Saturday 15th September,
starting at noon and finishing at 11 pm, the programme features SF
Mastermind quiz, surprise guests, fancy dress conmpetition and disco,
The usual club and book dealers tables will be present,

Registrotion is £1 and profits will go towards the purchase of a
ventilation machine for & member of the London Plus Group who has 1o
spend 2 nignts a week in an iron lung. PFurther details from Barbara
Kitson, 88a Thornton Ave, London W4 1QQ.

Polycon - A "shoestring con" to be held at Hatfield Polytechnic, the
cost will be £1.10 and is being held over 5th and 6th October,

Contact John Wutkinson, The Scicence Fiction and Fantosy HSociety, o/o
The Students Union, Haificld Polytechnic, PO Box 109, Hatficld, Herts,

:T\J“ﬂ

In Matrix 22 we reported that a conveniion was being held in Kansas,
31st March to lst April called Fool-con. At tiis event a new award
for fantasy fiction and publications was beiny wmade — the Balrog.
Herc are the rcesults of that award:

Best Liovelist — Tom Heamy for Blind Voices

Best Short Fiction — Paifricia Cadigan for "Death
from Exposure"

Rest Collection/Anthology — Phyllis Eisenstcin's Born to
Exile

Best Poct ~ Ray Bradbury

Best Artist - Tim Kirk

Best Amatsur Publication — Shayol eds Patricia Cadigan and
Arnold Fenmer

Best Professional Publication ~ Aze of Dreams by Alicia Austin

Outstanding Amateur Achievement ~ Paul C Allen for his Fantagy

Newsletter and "Of Swords and
Sorcery" a bibliography of
fantasy literature,
Outstanding Professional — lDonaid K Gtggtofpubllshczﬁ -angd
Achicvement J R R Tolkein
opecial writers and criists! panel-presentation to Andre Norton for

her "lifetime of contributions to the field',

By the time you receive this, if you are not an
attendee of Seacon, the Hugo Awords will have
been presented. It was obviously impossible for
us to hold up the duplication of Matrix so that
we could include the results. Thercefore we have
incluwed a flyer with the results in your
envelope. So if you haven't secn 1t, go back to
the rubbish bin and look again - 1t's in there,
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LITE OCN MARS

In the early seventies, I was attending university in Manchester and it
w&q dLriqg that time that my interest in science fictioa began. TL was
s lonely thing being an sf buff in those days; wy friends used to treat
my enthusiasw with the conceited scorn they had previously reserved for
my predilection for the music of David Powie. What & shame I gndured
thoge three vears oblivious te the fact that there ware two 8L groups
operating in the area., Today, of coursa, things are differsmt for the
lenaly Mauchester fan; there's Ssmaritans and Lhe {FE Gw MARS column.,
Taat issue, Bill Little exposed the UMIST group so I thought that this
time, 1'd delve inte the back streets of the city and come up with Che
goods on the more secretive of Manchester's societles,
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The Manchester Croup were very active in the early seventies ang organ-
ised the Eastercon in 19750 Sinece that time, their influence oa the
fannizh world has dez llneu but they've still alive and meeting regularly,
ag our special correspoadant and ex~Mancunian Paul Kincaid discovered,

Dver to you, Paul,

—— B e e g

be Full name is Lhe ancnoaLer and District Science Fict101 Group, or,
more sppropriately, che MaD Group. The science fiction paxrt of the
name, 1 can only assume, is a figmant of EGmebOLf 5 imagxuatlon, singe
it is vrecticaliy aever the topic of convarsation. 1{ someone aew
blunders irto one of cur wmeetings then Chuck lﬂrt1 ngton, or one of the
other long-serving wembers, uskq him wao his favourite author is, If
the saswer is Moorcock then bhe's walcomed ia; 1if hie gays Dick, th=zn
he'ls tolarated; if he makes the mistaka of saying Silverberg, then he's
laughed out of town., After that initial iecquisition, we varely bother
mentioping sf again until the oext newcomer,
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Time ané nlace? We meet on the first *nd third Wednesday of every month.
The first srrivals usually furn up arcumnd 7.30, but things never reaily
get going until 8.00 ar the earliest. The place iz the Crown and Anchor

e,

art Street; wnich is just off Newton Street, wnich in tu
Piccadilly, It's a8 fairly grotty little back gtresel buk
toe bad, if vour taste runs to 1ll-1il ianteriors, znd une ds-and~-e
endg iike oars and fishing-pets strung from the cp113ng Coray? Well,
drink emough and you may not even potice, Just don't try o disguise

it with music from the juke-box - ii's the gort of contraption that has
Donny and Marie Osmond 1isted under rock wmusic.

o
n is off
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The beer, Ly tire way, if vou can call it that, is Whitbread {(gna of our
menbers works for the brewery), Fortunately I'm & lager drinker, and
tre place has Stella Artois on draught. The CAMRA members emong & seem
to get by without too much discomfort drinking the Chesters Special
Mild, or Guinness.

Forwal programme? Subs? Cuest Speakers? Hah bloody hah, what do you

R i e ? ad 3 Pal -~ & -

thilnk we are? Qur meetings are so damned informal that half tbm time we
ust #it arcund staring into our beer. What we talk ebour depends Very

Cte



much on who we're with, since the group breaks up pretty quickly into
smaller groups, For instance, if you're in the group that includes myself
or Steev Higgins, then you’ll probably find yourself talking about fandom,
or the last time Steev got drunk, or some such, If you're with Chuck
Partington cr John Muttershsad or PBirc Rebinson (MANCON 5 organisers, and
the loagest stauding members of the aroup), then the subject could be the
ravived NEW WORLDS, bow great Mike Moorcock is or how icusy Chris Priest
s, Thé}e'érgsnfggretably, some members of our group who talk about
Tittle clse but comics and Blake's Seven (one guy cven writes for that
abortion). Charlotte Bulmer, our CAMRA represeutative, will beand your eay
about good beer anycime, Bernard Earp will regale you with acvecdotes
about the acting profession. And so it goes., Other than the people L've
already mentioned, mewnvers include Mike Seainlebury and, from Etime to
time, Gerald 'Boris' Lawrence. 1'm not much icte fan history, but the
oroup was founded by Lisa Conesa and Pete Vresford (Pete still atteads
when he can get over from North Wales where he now livez); aond past
members include Paul and Cas Skelton, Membership has always [luctuated,
I'd hate to have to put & number on our current mewbhership. sinca nct
evervcne attends every meeting; however, T would say that the avyerage
meeting has, perhaps, 10 or 12 people there, But things can chaage
drametically, not so lopng age we cailted 5 people 3 yood meeting.

Acrivities? TIa fannish terms we'te not particularly active. I have
produced 2 issues of Tripe Pickers' Jourual, but f'm dropping that now
to attempt a genziue (A_Kiﬁﬁmiﬁﬂﬁﬁguﬂﬁ€§§) which T hope o pvoduce in
rime for Novacen (1'm not savying which year). Mike Scatlebucy, who
co-editad the first jssue of TRj, is rumoured to be producing a ziue of
his own. Steev is the most prolific of vz all, since he's produciag
Perihelion, a personalzine, and a scrcon ziue, There was also talk ol

producing 2 group zine in time for the worlidcon, but the last I hbeard it
had fallen throagh.

In professional terms, however, we are connected with a cocuprle of worth-
while ventures. Several of our members either werk for, or are connected
with, a bookshop called BOOKCHAIN, This is the shop bhehind the publishing
house Savoy Books., Also, the people at Bockchain, with Chuck Partington,
Mike Moorcock, Charles Platt and ove or two others, are the pecple behind
the revived New Worlds.

- — g

All About Paul kincaid

Thanks Paul, I"hdbeﬁihere's no connection but since writieg Lhe above
renort, Paal Kincaid bas emiprated to Folikestoue, Hepafully, he'll soon
be letting us know about the group he hopes to form down thera, (Some

people will go to any lengths to get into this column, )

Where to Write
Don't forget to write in if you want & free advertisement for YOUR si
group, Here's the address again,

13A Cardigan Road, Headingley, Leeds 6,

Keep meeting! e o

Simon Ounsley

-y w— —— . ——— —
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FCLLCWERS OF FASHION

ITE DEDICATED

Rob Jackson has already indicated in his piece on American Fandom, that

a far greater emphasis seems to be laid on the importance of the Fan Group

or SF Group, Whilst Britain does have localised groups, it is not that
difficult for members to meet up with other regional counterparts. In the
USA, by virtue of its greater size and thus greater geographical distance
between groups, this is not always possible unless the dedicated fan poss-
esses vast resources of stamipa and has a plentiful money supply. Thus
'group' fanzines tend to be more numerous and the degree of isolation
between such fanzines is often greater., Letter columns really start to
take on a vital communicative function, However, with Seacon mere hours
away, the chance will arise for British fans to see and acquire Stateside
fanzines- so which ones do you select and which ones do you avoid? Does

a glossy cover always conceal like contents? Who publishes what? BHow

do you get hold of them? This piece is by no means an exhaustive listing,
but it should provide information on a few of the more interesting fan-
zines. I have resisted the temptation to dissect those not worthay of

British eyes, so most of the following should be acceptable,

There are three main "SF Newspapers', published on 2 semi-professional
basis, and whilst each prevides roughly the same information, the indivi-
dual editorial personalities are very far from being suppressed. Locus
is published monthliy &t a cost cf $1.25 by Charles N Brown, and British
subscriptions can be taken out via Peter Wezton at 72 Beeches Drive,
Erdington, Birminghem 24, Tc-us provides a wide coverage of news; has a
'Writing Column' by Algis Budrys, letters and an update on all new paper-
back titles published in the USA., I find it invaluable, and despite the
more glossy, slick professional productions of others, Locus pulls no
punches with its news, wihich is invariably ahead of the rest of the field
and tends to be more accurate, Whilst sensationalism and scandal can be
permitted in fannish fanzines, it should not be entertained in such prod-
uctions, Starship, forwmerly known as Algol, has all the looks of a fully
fledged pro mag, and vet it falls foul of this lack of accuracy. News
sources are quoted, but not always checkad up. This aside, it is well
laid out, contains & column by Frederik Pohl, letters news and views
together with an editorial by editor Anc¢rew Pcrter. His tone is one of
'Bigger and Better', and tends towards the overbearing and bxssh, but is
nevertheless acceptable since he does produce the goods, Stsrship costs
$2,25 per issue and is published quarterly, but British subscriptions at

£4,75 per year can be taken out from Ethel Lindsay, 69 Barry Recad, Carnoustie,

Angus DD7 7CQ Scotliand (cheques payable to Ethel Lindsay). Finally there
is Scilence Fiction Deview edited by Dick Geis. This falls between the two

R e

extremes c¢f Iccus and Sterchip in terms of production, and tends to be more

quietly ccrpetant than sensational, Each issue contains a large number of
boock reviews, an interview, letters and a ccliumn by Darrell Schweitzer,
Cartoons lend the magazine a more informal air, and back issues (and
current ones for that matter) can be obtaincd from Ken Slater, Fantast
Medway Ltd, 39 West Street, Wisbech, Cambs F¢l3 2LX., Subscription rate
for four iszsues is the equivalent of $6 in fsterling. For actual value
for money, SIR tends to be top of the list, aithough I still have a pref-
erence Isor Locuag, A couple of other such masazines now exist; Science

Fiction and Furtasy Dook Review (published monthly, containing coverage
of 811 new SF titles, up to date reviews, news and some details of British
publications - write: Science Fiction and Fantasy Book Review, PO Box 2845
San Dernardino, Califernia, 92406, USA) and Thrust (PO Box 746, Adelphi,

MD 20783).
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Onto actual fanzines, and the task becomes nigh impossible with 'the gamut
of productions ranging from truly dreadful to not bad., The most important
aspect of American fanzines to bear in mind is that compared to British
ones, their standard of reproduction is far greater. DBut as I've already
stated, this doesn't. automatically open up into a collection of class
fanzines ‘simply because the writing and interest content is so variable.
The only way I can suggest to acquaint yourselves with the fanzines is

to actually take a good long hard look at them, but failing that, hexe 1is
a list of just some of the more recent publications that are worthy of
more than just a dismissive glance. Please not that this isn't a listing
of the only acceptable fanzines, since there are others around, which will
no doubt surface at Seacon in one form or another.

Rothnium

David Hull, Box 471, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 5P7, Canada - ¢$1.25
Contains an art folio, printed on fine stock paper and tends towards the
fannish end of the spectrum, Seen worse.

Lan's Lantern -

George Laskowski Jr, 47 Valley Way, Michigan 48013, USA - $1.00
Photo-litho, three column lay-out. Conreps, GoH speeches, fandom, inter-
views, letters., Probable appeal would be to fans who still read sf.

Mota ;
Terry Hughes, 606 N Jefferson St, Arlington, Virginia 22205, USA ~ $1.00

Genuine fannish fanzine; interesting, lively, from 1979 TAFF winner. Enough
gsaid.

Empire SF

Mark McGarry, Box 967, New Haven CT 06504, USA - $1.50

For the mre serious minded SF reader. Photo-litho production., Mainly
fiction, but some interesting articles to attract the flagging attention,

Knights
Mike Bracken, 1810 Ramada Blvd, -Gollinsville, IL 62234 -~ $1.50

Heavy stock paper but profficiently duplicated. Gen zine; general articles,
artwork, Nothing outstanding.
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Taral, 1812-415 Willowdele Ave, Wilicwdale Ontzric, MIN 3R4, {anads
Useful and regular newszine. Conisi